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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[November 17, 1855. 



falling into idolatry. Can it be that the Church of Rome 
teaches her people to commit a similar offence now ? 
I enclose a copy of the list referred to, and beg to remain, 
Your obedient servant, 

Investigator. 



LIST OF RELICS AT OVIEDO. 

" Brief summary of the holy relics that arc venerated in 
the sacred depository of Oviedo, exhibited out of cases, 
after, through the divine mercy in the year 1075, at the 
instigation of our Lord the King Don Alfonso the Sixth, 
they were opened in the presence of many of the prelates of 
Spain, -who, through its general overrunning (by the Moors), 
found themselves refugees in the said city ; and likewise of 
the indulgences granted to this sanctuary which these per- 
sons gain who visit them, and meet as members, in virtue 
of this Bull. 

"To all and to each of the faithful Christians to whom 
the present writings may come — We give to know that 
God, our Lord, by his "wonderful power, transferred a 
certain chest, formed of imperishable wood by the disciples 
of the holy apostles, and full of their great remains, after 
that the holy city of Jerusalem had been subjugated by the 
King Chosroes— from Persia to Africa, from Africa to 
Carthagena in Spain, from Carthagena to Seville, from 
Seville to Toledo, from Toledo to the Asturias to the 
mountain called the Sacred Mount, and thence to this holy 
Church of San Salvador de Oviedo, where the said chest 
was opened, and the faithful found in it many golden 
caskets, and others of silver, of marble, and of coral, 
who unfolding with supreme veneration, certain labels that 
withinside were tied to each relic declared clearly what 
every one was : they found a large portion of the holy linen 
cloth with which our Saviour was wrapped in the sepulchre, 
and his precious cloth from the face {sudario). tinged with 
his most holy blood in which his most beautiful face and 
his sacred head had been enveloped, which with all possible 
veneration and reverence is to be taught every year three 
times ; and it is well to know the periods— on Friday in 
the Easter week, on the 14th of September at the feast of 
the Exaltation of the Cross, and on St. Matthew's day, both 
morning and evening : a great part of the real cross of 
our Redeemer ; eight thorns of his sacred crown ; a piece of 
the reed that the Jews used in ridicule upon Christ ; [a piece] 
of his tunic, of his sepulchre, of the swaddling clothes that 
wrapped him in the manger, of the bread of the last supper, 
•f the manna which God rained down for the children of 
Israel ; an image of Christ crucified, one of the three that 
Nicodemus made of his portrait ; a large piece of the 
apostle Saint Bartholomew's skin ; the alb which the 
Sovereign Queen of Heaven gave to San Ildefenso, 
Archbishop of Toledo ; some of the milk of herself, the 
Mother of God, and of her precious locks and robes ; one 
of the thirty pieces of silver for which the Jews sold 
Jesus Christ. They found also a phial of blood shed 
from the side of an image that Christians had made in the 
likeness of Christ, that the Jews, obstinate in their ancient 
unbelief, set up as a mark, and wounded the right side 
with a spear, from which issued forth blood and water. 
Some of the earth on which the feet of our Redeemer 
stood, when he ascended up to heaven ; and [of that] 
when he rniscd Lazarus from his own tomb ; of the 
mantle of the prophet Elijah ; of the forehead and 
locks of St. John the Baptist ; of the hair with which 
the blessed Mary Magdalen cleansed the feet of 
Christ ; of the bones of the holy innocents, and 
of the three vouths, Ananias, Azarias, and Mishael ; 
part of the " rock that closed the Lord's sepul- 
chre ; of the olive branch that he carried in his 
hand, when he entered Jerusalem on the ass ; of the rock 
of Mount Sinai, on which Moses fasted ; a part of the rod 
with which Moses divided the Red Sea ; a piece of the 
roasted fish and of the honeycomb that our Lord eat along 
with his disciples, when he appeared to them after his 
resurrection ; the vestment of San Tyrso, the martyr ; 
a hand of the proto-martyr, Stephen ; the sandal or sole 
of St. Peter, the apostle, and part of his chain ; a pin, or 
spoke (navaja), from the wheel that martyrized Santa 
Catalina (Catharine), the martyr ; relics of the twelve 
apostles, of the prophets, and of "their bones ; the pouches 
of St. Peter and St. Andrew, apostles ; four bones from 
the head of St. Librada, virgin and martyr ; relics of 
St Lawrence and St. Stephen ; and of Saints Cervco 
and Damian ; and Stephen, the pope and martyr ; Bishop 
Martin, Facundus, Primitivus, Justus, Pastor, Adrian, 
Natalia, Mamcs, Vcrisimo, Muximius, Vedulus, Panta- 
leon, Cyprian, Christopher, Cucufatus, Suplicio, Agneda, 
Emeterius, Celcdonius, Fructuosus, Augurius, Eulogius, 
Victor, Justa, Rufina, Seroanda, Gcrmamio, Sergius, 
Bachius, Julian, Felix, Peter, the exorcist; Eugenius, 
the deacon ; Vincent, St. Anna, Felix, Faustus, Beatrice, 
Petronilla, Eulalia, the Barcelonese ; Emilia, Jeremias, 
the martyr ; Pomposa, Colegius, and Exportalius. And 
besides these, many bodies, bones, and relics of saints, 
prophets, martvrs, confessors, and virgins, are treasured 
amongst the o'thers, whose number God alone knows. 
Outside of the said chest, there was also a cross of the 
purest of gold, wrought in the same church by the hands 
of angels, like that celebrated cross with which the King 
Don Pclago conquered the army and arrogant Saracens, 
daring their general overrunning of Spain, which gave 
a happy beginning to its restoration s to the Catholics. 
One of the six water jars in which Christ our Lord 



changed the water into wine ; and the bodies of the holy 
martyrs, Eulogius and Lacretia : that of St. Eulalia, of 
Merida, our patroness ; those of St. Pclago and St. Vin- 
cent, abbots and martyrs ; those of St Julian, Archbishop 
of Toledo, and of St. Serranus, bishop. There are, also, 
in this church, the bodies of King Don Alonso, the chaste, 
who founded it, and of many other ancient kings of Spain. 
" W homsoever God calls to visit such precious and glorious 



which to rest the genuineness of such relics. But to us the 
question of identity is immaterial. The relic which, for 
our parts, we should desire to be possessed of, is to be made 
partakers of the blessing which our blessed Lord bequeathed 
to His church, when He said, "Whosoever shall do the 
will of God, the same is my brother, and -sister, and 
mother" (Mark iii. 31.) This is a treasure which every 
sincere Christian, whether in Ireland or elsewhere, can 



gifts, know ye, that by apostolical authority, granted for j labour to obtain. It is one which does not depei.d for its 
the purpose by the bishop of this holy church, the third ' reality upon the word of any man or set of men ; and if a 

part of the penalty of their merited sins is forgiven, be- | "' ' — '-- ' * v '- — ~ " 

sides which, they obtain one thousand four years and six ; 
Ients (cuarentenas) of indulgence. You are made j 
members and participants of all the sacrifices in this church, 
and likewise the Pope Eugenius IV., and other pontiffs, 
by these Bulls and apostolic deeds, will concede plenary : 
indulgence, even in the article of death, to all believers 
who visit this said church, truly repentant of your faults 
and holding firm intention to make confession at the ; 
periods that the canonical law appoints — the day of exal- ' 
tation of the cross in September, and when it may fall 
on Friday during thirty other days before and following ; 
and also every year in whatever day the said tiers happens, 
for a week before and a week after, which apostolic con- 
cession and favour will last for ever 

These are the gifts with which divine mercy has enriched 
this sacred church, fortified the Christian religion, and 
liberated [it] from captivity by the Moors, in testimony of 
which, we, the Beau and Chapter of the Sacred Church of 
Oviedo, cause these notifications (presentes) to be given 
forth. Printed by Don. Benito Gonzales and Co. 1843." 



We thank our correspondent, Investigator, for hi: 
letter, and the interesting document which he has kindly j Church. 



Christian, according to our Lord's promise, can, even in 
this life, be brought into the same relationship to Him 
in which his mother stood, he will need to care very little 
for the locks of St. John, the hair of Mary Magdalen, or 
the bodies, bones, and relics of saints without number, 
which arc said to be enshrined in the marvellous chest at 
Oviedo. 

ON BIBLE BURNING. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir, — You have, from time to time, inserted in your 
paper inquiries from me concerning doubts that had 
arisen in my mind relative to some doctrines that are 
taught in the Catholic Church, aul some articles of faith 
proposed to those who are educated in her creed. 

Will you now permit me to address to you a few obser- 
vations on a subject on which I never had, and never 
could have, the slightest doubt. I allude to the manner in 
which the word of God is spoken of and treated by some 
members of the Catholic Church. I think of it with 
heartfelt sorrow, and confess it with the keenest shame; 
and I feel confident that my feelings are shared by many 
Catholics who have never, as yet, felt other reason to 
doubt the doctrines or to blush for the deeds of their 



enclosed in it. The list of relics, we believe, is not of 
modern invention. It has been long in existence ; and a 
translated copy, very similar to what has been just given, 
appears in the Miscellaneous Tracts of Dr. Michael Geddcs, 
London, 1705, vol. ii., pp. 227-230 % 

With regard to our correspondent's questions, we fear we 
can scarcely hope to give such replies as will entirely satisfy 
him. There is, we believe, an officer at Rome whose 
proper duty it is to certify the truth and genuineness of 
such relics as are brought to him for inspection. If Inves- 
tigator will take the trouble of referring to a book lately 
published, containing the account of the Most Rev. Dr. 
Dixon's journey to Rome, he will find mention made of 
the functionary to whom we allude. And we may remark, 
in passing, that the supposed case put by our correspond- 
ent, of some of the relics at Oviedo being stolen, happeus 
just to apply to Dr. Dixon's case; for, as all the world 
knows that that reverend prelate has lately been engaged in 
stealing, or at least appropriating (if a polite word must be 
used) and carrying off the thigh-bone of the blessed St. 
Concord, he ought to be a fit judge of the question of identity 
himself. But the best judges will sometimes be mistaken. 
It is a provoking thing, when a thief picks a pocket of a 
purse, to find the purse empty ; and we think that, in an- 
other part of the present number, we have given pretty clear 
proof that Dr. Dixon has fallen into a similar predicament 
with regard to what he took for the thigh-bone of Arch- 
bishop Cornelius. 

We have not space to enter upon the consideration of 
the second question fully ; but we reply that we know of no 
benefit which can possibly accrue to any church or people 
from the possession of any relics whatsoever. Some 
people, no doubt, allow their veneration for Christ and his 
apostles to vent itself on tangible objects supposed to be 
connected with them, or on supposed holy places, to which 
they make pilgrimages. Our divine Master "left us an 
example that we should follow his steps ;" instead of which, 
they go to Jerusalem, to tread literally on the ground he 
trod. Instead of " putting on Christ" as the apostle ex- 
horts us, they venerate a funic He is supposed to have 
worn, or bits of wood of the supposed " true cross ;" or 
procure a bottle of water from the river Jordan for bap- 
tizing their children. Instead of being "followers of the 
apostles, even as they were of Christ Jesus," they bow 
down before the fragments of their bones, or locks of their 
hair, &c. All this, in our opinion, is as if some one, when 
shown a tree bearing delicious and wholesome and nourish- 
ing fruit, should neglect the fruit and try to feed on the 
leaves or bark ; or as if, when he had received a package 
of the most valuable goods, he should lay them by, and 
make no use of them, but wear with much pride the canvas 
wrapper ill which they are packed up. There is not a single 
text of the New Testament which either mentions relics or 
sanctions their use, or attaches any spiritual benefit to 
the possession of them. If there be, we shall feel much 
obliged to any of our Roman Catholic correspondents who 
will call our attention to it. Suppose that we could be put 
in possession not only of " a piece of the skin of St. Bar- 
tholomew,"' and of " the sandal of St. Peter," but of the 
bones of all the apostles, what good would they do to us, 
if we wanted the faith and obedience of those holy menV 
" Blessed are they," said our blessed Lord, " who have 
not seen, and yet have believed" (St. John xx. 29). The 
people of Oviedo may pride themselves, if they will, upon 
the possession of the " precious locks and robes of the 
Virgin Mary." We agree with our correspondent in 
thinking that the mere assertion of the dean and chapter 
of the Church of St. Salvador is rather scant evidence on 



I trust the circumstance related in yesterday's Saunders 
is either utterly untrue or a gross and aggravated mis- 
representation ; perhaps, even if any books were burned, 
the Bible was not amongst them. It is so long since I 
heard of such an atrocity that I had persuaded myself it 
could never occur again. 

I have compared many parts of the Douay and the 
authorized versions, and, so far as I have seen, there is 
I but one word on which any rational complaint of a differ- 
ence of translation could be founded. The similarity is 
so nearly complete, that if I were to burn an authorized, 
that is, a Protestant Bible, I should feel I had burned all 
that is revealed as necessary to salvation in the Douay 
or Catholic version. In recalling such portions of 
both versions (bearing on this subject) that I can 
remember without immediate reference to both, the 
impression on my mind is, that the first crime pro- 
posed by Satan to man was a disregard of God's word. 
He first insinuates, by a contemptuous exclamation, his 
disbelief that what Eve had heard could be really the 
word of God, and then boldly declares that word to be 
untrue. We all know that this led to a practical defiance 
of God's word on the part of Eve ; but who amongst us 
can really estimate the results of that defiance — a defiance 
or disregard of the spoken word of God. The curse that 
followed on the destruction of God's written word by the 
impious Joakim is not less terrible than that announced 
to Adam. What woe, what suffering, what destruction, 
was not intimated in "all the evil" that God had pro- 
nounced on Joakim, on his children, his servants, and 
his subjects, " after that the king had burnt the roll." — 
Jeremias xxxvi., 29. 

At first sight, these threats appear to contain all the 
evil that could be inflicted on those who attempt to bring 
discredit upon, or to destroy the Word of God ; but our 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, discloses in His own 
words, in the New Testament, the further attempt of 
Satan to take the word of God out of the hearts of men, 
and reveals bis reason for doing so — " Lest they should 
believ3 and be saved." Where he succeeds, there is no 
further curse for man. What reward will he give to those 
who aid him ? Should he even bestow on them the 
bishop's mitre, the eatdinal's hat, or the I'ope's tiara, 
would it not be " better for them that a millstone were 
hanged about their necks and that they were drowned in 
the depths of the sea?"— I am, sir, yours, Sec, 

In Earnest. 
We fully appreciate our correspondent's sentiments, 
and are quite sure that the whole of the respectable 
Roman Catholic laity of Ireland feel nothing but shame 
and horror at the atrocious outrage alluded to. We 
entertain no doubt whatever that a number of Protestant 
Bibles were publicly burned in the chapel-yard at Kings- 
town, on the 5th of this month, though we have just 
learned that one of the six or seven ReJemptorist Fathers 
who were thers at the time, the Rev. L. De Bugaenomt, 
has publicly disclaimed that he ordered or sanc- 
tioned it, and says that if it was done it was " con- 
trary to his wishes." How far it can be proved 
to have been done by the directions of any particular 
Roman Catholic priest, parochial or otherwise, will, we 
presume, be, ere long, tried in a court of criminal law; 
and, therefore, we forbear any remarks upon that subject, 
further than to say that we find it rather difficult to be- 
lieve that a bonfire of any kind could take place in the 
open day, in the immediate precincts of a large parochial 
chapel, without the knowledge and" approbation, at least, 
of tome of the ecclesiastics connected with it. 



